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NO. 4                                     Friday February 23rd 2018 

Dates to Remember                          
February 

Tuesday 27th      PFA Hot Chip Day 
 
Wednesday 28th  Foundation 
 
Friday 2nd          Clean Up School Day    F-2 9am – 10:00am 
                                                       Grade 3&4 9am – 11:00am 
                                                       Grade 5&6 11:30am – 1:30pm 
March 
                            
Wednesday 7th    House Athletics Day – Whole School 

Thursday 8th   Foundation – Grade 2  Free Incursion Fire Safety Talk 

Monday 12th      Labour Day  * NO SCHOOL TODAY * 

Tuesday 13th     Grade 1/2 Parent Information Night 7:00pm 

Wednesday 14th Grade 5/6 Parent Information Night 7:00pm 

Thursday 15th    Grade 3/4 Parent Information Night 7:00pm 

Friday 16th        Foundation Parent Information Afternoon 3:30pm 

Thursday 22nd   World Vision  Crazy T-Shirt Fundraiser $3.00 
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Emergency Management SMS 

Huge shout out to all parents and family members who responded to all three  
TEST  Emergency SMS messages which were sent out recently. The first SMS response rate 
was only 25%. The second SMS response rate was similar at 24%.  However, with the third 
message we managed a response rate of 70% within the first hour with more parents sending a 
response that unfortunately was not recognised by Telstra – hmmmm! The higher response was 
great but still not high enough. 

The SMS system is our dedicated communication platform to notify parents of school closures 
or relocations to Pakenham Hills Primary School. For obvious safety reasons, the department 
has instructed us that we have to be able to guarantee that every  parent has been notified 
regarding emergencies that affect school attendance.  

There will be  further test messages because, the simple fact is that you just have to get better 
at it! Your help with this is critical. 

School Attendance 

We have always been VERY proud of the culture that sits around school attendance. Our 
school community has always valued education and there is a strong belief that all students 
should attend school unless they are sick and that it is not OK to have a day at home or go 
shopping because it is a birthday.  

Attending school every day is critical because it ensures that the maximum about of learning 
takes place and that students are able to keep up with the requirements of the curriculum and 
have no gap in their learning. Attendance rates below 90% are a concern. If you miss 10% of 
school that equates to four weeks or one month of the school year. If your child’s attendance 
rate is at, or close to 70%, then that would indicate that over the course of the school year 12 
weeks of school or one term of learning will be missed. Over the course of primary and 
secondary school this could result in the student being absent for the equivalent of one full year 
of school! Frightening statistics!  

I look forward to the day when we have every grade with every student on time and at school!! 

School Driveways 

I am so proud of many, many students who enter the school grounds through the pedestrian 
gates and NOT the driveway entrances. These students are often seen walking through the 
pedestrian gates with their parents – congratulations because you are working at keeping every 
body safe! 
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We would like to wish the following students a very Happy 
Birthday. 

 

Students:    

February                                                     March  
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To Contact O.S.H.C. call the School Office 
on 5968 8017 between 8.30am and 4.30pm 

or ring 0408 566 957or 5968 0256 
at all other times. Enrolment Forms 

For 2018 are available at the office or Out of School Hours Care 
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  PFA Bucket of Hot Chips, Cold Drink      
 and a Cadbury Chocolate Break .  We’re fundraising this term with a “Freshly Cooked 

Bucket of Hot Chips & Cold Drink plus a Cadbury Cho colate”  on Tuesday 27 th February .  
If you haven’t yet filled out your order form, you better do it now!  Please return it to the Office 
first thing in the morning, so you don’t miss out.  If you are able to come along and help out on 

Tuesday 27th February, we would really appreciate your help. 
 
   
 

The PFA Team  are very excited to continue the   
 Cooking Program at Cockatoo Primary School in 2018.  Cooking will run every Wednesday 
on a rotating timetable.  It takes quite a few weeks to get through all the grades in the school.  
Every student in the school will enjoy learning to cook some delicious recipes.  All recipes will 
be made “from scratch”, no jars of sauce or packets of pasta sauce etc will be used.  We want 

all students to learn to cook, and learn the basic skills required. 
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Each grade is divided into small groups, so that everyone is included and all group members 
get a turn to stir, mix, etc.  While the items are cooking, students clean up and do their dishes.  

When the items are cooked, the students will be able to eat what they have made......  
  

We’re starting off this term making “Vietnamese Rice Paper Rolls”, with the Foundation 
students learning how to make sandwiches .   Each class will run for approximately 2 hours on 
a Wednesday with the Foundation classes running for one hour.  All ingredients will be provided 

on the day by the PFA team, you don’t need to send any ingredients .   
 

If you wish to contribute to the program, you can m ake a financial donation at the Office 
towards the ingredients.  

 
The PFA Team volunteer their time to run this Cooki ng Program at Cockatoo Primary 
School.  If you are interested and available to come in on any Wednesday to help with the 

Cooking Program, we would really appreciate your help .  We would like to have one adult 
supervising each small group of students.  All recipes are provided, and a copy of each recipe 

will be sent home with students, so they can make their recipes again at home in the future.  We 
would love you to come along and help teach the students at Cockatoo Primary School to 

cook . 
 

 
 
 
 

The PFA Team is holding a Food Stall at the  
Cockatoo Country Twilight Market on Saturday 3rd Ma rch from 3 – 8pm.  If you can help 
us for an hour or two  on Friday 2 nd March  for preparation, or on Saturday 3 rd March  at the 

stall, we would really appreciate your help .  It is a fun filled Family Day with free entertainment 
all afternoon and plenty of activities for the kids.  There will be many food and cold drink options 

available including Vegetarian options.  Please support the PFA  and buy your dinner and 
snacks  from our Stall.   

In addition to the Cooking Program, we are thrilled  to announce that we have been invited to 
do a “Cooking Demonstration ” as part of the Melbourne Food and Wine Festival on 
Saturday 17 th March in Emerald.  Karen, Roz and a small group of students  will be cooking 
up a storm during the afternoon.  Come along and support your school and enjoy the 
atmosphere at the Melbourne Food and Wine celebration.  Here’s the link if you would like to 
know more about the event.  http://www.melbournefoodandwine.com.au/program/the-dandenong-
ranges-food-wine-and-art-festival-6884 

              
 

The PFA Team are currently organizing an Easter Raffle  to raise funds for students at our 
school.  Tickets will be sent home soon and will be 3 tickets for $5.00   1 st Prize is a Chocolate 

Hamper,  2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th….., prizes etc are chocolate hampers.  There are many, many 
prizes to win.  Look out for the amazing display appearing at the Office soon.  

We are also awarding a prize for the student who sells the most Raffle Tic kets….  
The Easter Raffle will be drawn on Wednesday 28th March.   

�
�
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Mail Order Eftpos Credit Payment �

 
 
 

Cardholder’s Name: ……………………….…………...……. 
 

Card Type: �   Bankcard   �   Mastercard  �   Visa 

Card Number: ����  ����  ����  ����  
 

Expiry Date: �� /��  

Amount to be Debited: $��� .��  
 
Payment for: ………………………………………………………… 
 
 

Cardholder’s Signature: ………………………………..        Date: ……/……/…… 
 

 
Please Note: $10.00 minimum 
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THOSE WHO ARE ELIGIBLE 
FOR CSEF 

DON”T FORGET TO COME TO 
THE OFFICE TO COLLECT 

YOUR FORM 
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        PARENT INFORMATION BULLETIN  

Grades F, 1 & 2 – Week 5 
Monday 26 th – Friday 2 nd March 2018 

 

Numeracy  Measurement -Time 
Foundation: explaining how long events go for 
 
Grade 1:  exploring time durations to the half hour 
 
Grade 2:  telling time to the quarter hour 

Literacy   
Reading 
Writing 
Spelling 

What is fair? - Informative texts reflecting on the Winter Olympic Sports and rules  
 
Reading:  
Reading with greater fluency and using comprehension strategies to build meaning– 
Non- Fiction  
 
Writing:  
Informative text about what we do at school 
 
Spelling: 
Use of strategies to decode weekly text: 
Meaning 
Sound 
Look 
Inquiry 
Connections 
 
High frequency words and topic words 

Inquiry  
Science, 
Technology, 
Humanities & 
Creative thinking 

Make and Create:  
Why do groups and communities have rules? Are some rules unfair and how can we 
change them to improve how our community roles operate? 

Japanese  
Rohan Buttenshaw 

Momotaro 

Visual Arts  
Wendy Dene 

Foundation - Read “BLUE”. Discuss the flying designs of Leonardo Da Vinci. 
Construct a paper aeroplane, sort blue sensory beads, finger paint blue swirls & 
make a junk collage�
Grade 1 & 2: Discuss the inventions of Leonardo Da Vinci. Construct a paper 
aeroplane, make inventions from boxes & design your own cubbie house using fine 
pens. 

Music  
Ash Bourke 

Rhythm 

P.E 
Ash Bourke 

House Sports 

Personal, Social & 
Cultural Learning 

 

Homework   Reading and sight words 
SPECIAL EVENTS:  

27th Hot Chip day  
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PARENT INFORMATION BULLETIN  

Grades 3 and 4 – Week 5  
 

 Monday February 26 th 2018 – Friday March 2 nd 2018  
 

 

��
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

Numeracy  Place Value 
Literacy   
Reading  
Writing  
Spelling 

  
All strategies together, 
Narrative 
Nuimber words 

Inquiry  
Science, Technology, 
Humanities & Creative 
thinking 

����
���������� ��
���!��
- �

Japanese  
Rohan Buttenshaw 

Numbers 

Visual Arts  
Wendy Dene 

Discuss the inventions of Leonardo Da Vinci. Construct a machine with boxes, 
collage a textile “Modern Mona Lisa”, use fine pens to design an invention & 
collage the inside of a machine using cogs etc... displayed inside a CD case. 

Music  
Ash Bourke 

Music Elements 

P.E 
Ash Bourke 

House Sports 

Personal, Social & 
Cultural Learning 

Gratitude 

Homework  Adjectives worksheet 
Daily reading 
Practise times tables 

SPECIAL EVENTS:  
 
Tuesday 27th February – PFA Hot Chip Day 
 
Wednesday 28th February – Cooking Grade 3/4J and 3/4T 
 
Friday 2nd March – Clean Up the School Day 
 
Coming up – Wednesday 7th March – House Athletic Sports Day 
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PARENT INFORMATION BULLETIN – Term 1 

Grades 5/6 – Week 5  
 

Monday 26 th of February – Friday 2nd March 
 

 
 
  

 
 

Numeracy  This week students will be working in ability groups focusing on multiplication. 
Looking at worded problems and use the CUBES strategy to solve 
Daily automaticity activities according to student’s needs. 

Literacy   
Reading  
 
Writing 
 
  
Spelling 

  
This week students are working on developing their ability to find the main idea 
within text. 
This week we will be working on an information report about the Australian voting 
system. 
This week students are working on using known spelling strategies and then 
completing an assessment task. 

Inquiry  
Science, 
Technology, 
Humanities & 
Creative thinking 

 
Students will be working on different parts of government to produce an information 
report. 

Japanese  
Rohan Buttenshaw 

Numbers 

Visual Arts  
Wendy Dene 

Discuss the work of Leonardo Da Vinci. Experiment with coloured lava etc..., use an 
i-pad to do a Left-Right Brain test, Illustrate the left & right brain parts & trace or 
draw a picture of Leonardo's up-side-down. 

Music  
Ash Bourke 

Music Elements 

P.E 
Ash Bourke 

House Sports 

Personal, Social & 
Cultural Learning  

The You Can Do It Program will be running during the first term to encourage 
children to be confident, resilient, persistent, organized, and able to get along with 
others.  

Homework  Reading at least times a week – this needs to be noted in their diary, signed by a 
parent and returned to school each Friday. 
Writing-Using family members as the main characters write an interesting narrative 
of your choice. 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS:  
27th Feb PFA Hot Chip Day 
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